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INFORMATION SHEET 

CIE National Committees and Associate 
National Committees  
The International Commission on Illumination (CIE) 
The CIE is an independent, non-profit organisation and the global authority in light and lighting. 
Originally formed in 1900 as the Commission Internationale de Photometrie and restructured 
as the Commission Internationale de l’Eclairage (CIE) in Paris in 1913, the CIE is a scientific 
organization, a standards developing organization, and the global voice of the lighting 
communities in its member countries.  

The CIE addresses the full breadth of topics in light and lighting: vision and colour, the 
measurement of light and optical radiation, interior and exterior lighting, photobiology and 
photochemistry, and image technology. The CIE’s aim and role is to build a bridge between 
scientific research and practical application, by developing and providing reliable foundations 
for light-related technologies, design, health, safety, and sustainable and energy-efficient 
societal developments. 

Experts from research and academia, industry, standardization, application, and public 
institutions come together in the CIE to exchange knowledge, discuss and consolidate new 
scientific findings, and develop common foundations and guidance for practical use. The CIE 
publishes this authoritative knowledge in consensus-based documents about all aspects of 
light and lighting, and is recognized by ISO and the IEC as well as CEN/CENELEC as their 
standardization partner in light and lighting. As a scientific organization, the CIE is a member 
of the International Science Council. In partnership with the the Bureau Internationale de Poids 
et Mesures (BIPM), the CIE maintains the definitions of light-related quantities, the action 
spectra for visual and photobiological processes, and the colorimetric system. The CIE also 
liaises and cooperates with other international organisations, including EURAMET (the 
European Association of National Metrology Institutes), LUCI (the international network of 
cities on urban lighting), the International Astronomical Union (IAU), the International 
Commission on Non-ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP), the World Health Organization 
(WHO), the International Energy Agency (IEA), the IEEE, and many others.  

mailto:ciecb@cie.co.at
https://cie.co.at/
https://cie.co.at/
https://cie.co.at/about-cie
https://cie.co.at/technical-work/divisions
https://cie.co.at/about-cie/liaisons
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Activities 
The CIE is organised into six Divisions, each 
covering an aspect of the CIE scope: 
  
Division 1: Vision and Colour  
Division 2: Physical Measurement of Light and 
Radiation  
Division 3: Interior Environment and Lighting 
Design  
Division 4: Transportation and Exterior Applications 
Division 6: Photobiology and Photochemistry  
Division 8: Image Technology  
 
The Divisions are responsible for establishing work 
plans through which the scientific and standards 

development work takes place. The CIE publishes International Standards, including joint 
standards with organisations such as ISO and the IEC, as well as Technical Reports, Technical 
Notes, Position Statements, and scientific publications. Each document is prepared by a 
committee of international volunteer experts and approved for publication through consensus-
based comment and ballot procedures. These procedures result in robust documents that 
serve as reliable references worldwide for standardization, planning, product development, 
research, and policy development. 

Scientific exchange and technical work both benefit from regular communication and online 
meetings, as well as from conferences, symposia, workshops and tutorials. Every two years, 
the CIE holds a major international conference with sessions covering all aspects of its scope. 
In between those events occur topic-specific symposia, workshops, and skill-building tutorials 
selected and organized through the CIE Divisions.   

CIE Structure 
National Committees are the Heart 
The CIE, is an international organisation whose affairs are vested in its National Committees 
(NCs). The supreme authority of the CIE is its members’ assembly, known as the General 
Assembly of the National Committees. Each NC has one vote in these meetings. 

Each country can have only one NC, which represents the light and lighting community of that 
country. As the national body representing the CIE in its country, an NC becomes the focal 
point for all those interested in light and lighting, including researchers, universities, 
manufacturers, public authorities, regulators, trade associations, lighting professionals, 
students, young professionals and other relevant organisations. It strengthens the national light 
and lighting community by bringing these stakeholders together and connecting them to the 
wider international CIE network. Thus, the role of an NC is to represent the national community 

mailto:ciecb@cie.co.at
https://cie.co.at/
https://cie.co.at/technical-work/divisions
https://cie.co.at/about-cie-0/membership/national-committees
https://cie.co.at/about-cie-0/membership/national-committees
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and its needs and developments to the CIE at the international level and to connect local 
experts with the developments at the global level. Similarly, the NC’s role is also to ensure 
integration and knowledge transfer from the CIE to the national communities. This brings both 
opportunities and responsibilities to the NC and, by extension, to the light and lighting 
community in that country. 

The opportunities that an NC receives include: 

• Influence over international decisions related to light and lighting standards and 
science, through the right to vote and to comment on CIE technical publications. This 
includes NC votes on international standards and, through national members of the 
CIE Divisions, contributions to all CIE publications.  

• National experts can contribute directly to the CIE technical work as members of 
Technical Committees or Research Fora. 

• National experts may be appointed to leadership roles from Technical Committee Chair, 
through roles on Division Management Teams or on the Governing Board. 

• NC members may receive a substantial discount when purchasing CIE documents 
(66,7%) or registering for CIE events (varies per event). 

• The CIE connects the NC to an international expert community where the NC members 
can connect with peers working on similar topics worldwide, and can contribute to the 
development of shared scientific and technical knowledge. Early career professionals 
can use the CIE network to build international contacts, become involved in technical 
work and increase the visibility of their work. 

• CIE membership provides the NC and its members early access to new developments 
in the field of light and lighting. NC members may gain insight into draft publications, 
new scientific findings, emerging technical requirements and future market or 
regulatory developments. This is valuable for manufacturers, suppliers, planners, 
authorities, researchers and end-users, as it enables them to anticipate future 
requirements and contribute their expertise before documents are finalized. 

• CIE membership enables participation in joint work with other international 
organisations, including ISO and the IEC. This is particularly relevant in relation to 
ISO/TC 274 Light and Lighting, with which the CIE has a close working relationship.  

In this way, NCs provide the link between national communities and the international work of 
the CIE, ensuring that different national perspectives, areas of expertise and stakeholder 
interests can be represented in the development of CIE guidance, publications and standards.  

The responsibilities of each NC include: 

• The NC should bring together national stakeholders and experts in all the fields of light 
and lighting. 

• Communication from the CIE should be distributed to all the members of the NC. 

mailto:ciecb@cie.co.at
https://cie.co.at/
https://cie.co.at/publications
https://cie.co.at/technical-work/jtcs
https://cie.co.at/research-strategy/research-forum
https://cie.co.at/about-cie/how-it-organized
https://cie.co.at/news-and-events/cie-events
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• Input from the members of the NC should be reflected back to the CIE, especially in 
the form of commenting and voting on ballots from the CIE and its Divisions. 

National Committee Structure 
There are no fixed rules for how an NC shall be structured. Each NC organizes itself in a 
manner that suits their national situation. However, an important principle is that every NC 
should aim to bring together all the relevant national stakeholders and groups in the field of 
light and lighting, as represented by the broad scope of the CIE, and support their connection 
to the technical and scientific work and networks of the CIE. This means that ideally each NC 
should have at least one member with expertise in the scope of each of the six CIE Divisions, 
although the ability of each NC to achieve this depends on its size and circumstances, and can 
be expected to develop over time.  

Every NC receives official CIE communications, including information on CIE activities, 
networks, ballots, publications, events and other developments relevant to their national 
communities. They are represented in the CIE General Assembly through a national 
representative and participate in organisational decision-making through their voting rights. 

For the technical and scientific work of the CIE, NCs appoint Division Delegates to the CIE 
Divisions, usually a voting delegate and an alternate delegate. These delegates are the main 
national points of contact for the work of the respective Division and vote for their NC in 
meetings and ballots of their Divisions. If an NC lacks a Division Delegate to a CIE Division, 
then that NC will miss opportunities for input and influence in that Division’s area of 
responsibility. The Division Delegates receive: 

mailto:ciecb@cie.co.at
https://cie.co.at/
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• Division communications such as calls for discussion about future work items, calls for 
inputs to quadrennial revisions of the CIE Research Strategy, and discussions about 
possible topical events; 

• publication drafts for comment and approval voting on technical matters, including the 
development, balloting, commenting and revision of CIE publications, CIE standards 
and joint standards such as ISO/CIE documents; 

• information circulated about opportunities from other CIE partnership organizations. 

Establishing an NC gives a country an active voice in the world’s leading international 
organisation for light and lighting. NCs act as the link between their national light and lighting 
communities and the international structures of the CIE, ensuring that national expertise, 
interests and perspectives can contribute to the scientific, technical and organisational 
development of the CIE. 

Other Membership Categories 
In addition to NCs, the CIE also recognizes other forms of membership.  

Associate National Committees (ANCs) may be formed by the lighting community in countries 
where no full National Committee exists yet. They are intended as a first step towards 
establishing a full NC. Their status is limited in time and is normally expected to lead to the 
formation of a full NC. ANCs may participate in the technical work of the CIE, but they do not 
have voting rights. ANCs are entitled to a very broad range of benefits and are widely integrated 
as members of the CIE as we aim to facilitate the establishment of a full NC through seeing 
the CIE ecosystem on the inside. ANC status offers a practical and meaningful first step 
towards full membership, allowing a national community to connect with the CIE, build 
experience, develop its internal structures and participate in the international exchange of 
knowledge before becoming a full NC.  

The CIE also has Supportive Members. The Supportive Membership is open to international 
and regional organisations, including governmental bodies, educational institutions, and first 
and foremost companies which are interested to closely follow the ongoing activities of the CIE 
and directly contribute to the CIE’s technical and scientific work.  

All CIE members must comply with the CIE Statutes, By-laws and Code of Ethics. 

CIE Operating Structure 
While the National Committees are responsible for the affairs of the CIE, they delegate the 
conduct of these affairs to the Governing Board. The Governing Board is the strategic 
governing body of the CIE, is responsible to the NCs, and oversees the management and 
strategic direction of the CIE in accordance with the Statutes and By-laws.  

The technical and scientific work of the CIE is coordinated by the Technical Management 
Board, in which the CIE Divisions are represented. 

mailto:ciecb@cie.co.at
https://cie.co.at/
https://cie.co.at/about-cie-0/membership/associate-national-committees
https://cie.co.at/about-cie/membership/supportive-members/all
https://cie.co.at/about-cie/cie-organizational-documents
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The CIE is managed by the Central Bureau (CB) and headquartered in Vienna. The CB is 
headed by the Secretary General who also serves as a member of the Governing Board and 
the Technical Management Board (non-voting) and is the managing editor of all CIE 
publications.  

Through this structure, the CIE brings together national representatives, experts, organisations 
and stakeholders from around the world to develop internationally recognized knowledge, 
guidance and standards in the field of light and lighting. Overall, the CIE brings together around 
80 members worldwide. 

 
The first steps to start a NC 
The CIE does not prescribe the internal structure of a National Committee. Each country is 
free to organize itself in a manner suited to their local context. Some CIE NCs are activities 
within an existing national association related to lighting; others are independent legal entities 
in their own right (usually a not-for-profit society); others are hosted within a national metrology 
institute.  

Whatever the structure, establishing a NC is a process of building a national platform for the 
light and lighting community. A country does not need to have a fully developed structure 
covering all areas of the CIE from the very beginning. Many NCs have grown over time, often 
starting with a smaller group of committed experts, organisations or institutions and gradually 
expanding their scope, membership and national network. 

What is important from the outset is that the prospective NC or ANC has the intention and 
openness to represent the broad scope of the CIE in the long term. This means that all relevant 
fields of light and lighting should be welcome, even if they are not all equally represented at 
the beginning. Countries naturally have different strengths and priorities. It might not be 
possible to cover every Division equally from the start, but it is important to create a structure 
that can grow and, over time, bring together the full range of national stakeholders relevant to 
the CIE. 

Figure 1: CIE General Assembly, Midterm Meeting Vienna 2025 

mailto:ciecb@cie.co.at
https://cie.co.at/
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This breadth of perspective is one of the key values of the CIE. It is important a prospective 
NC be open to all groups relevant to the scope of the CIE, including those that may not 
traditionally be part of a lighting society, such as photobiologists, colour researchers, metrology 
experts or specialists in image technology. Many fields that were once more separate are 
increasingly connected (light and health, smart buildings, etc.) and therefore representing the 
CIE in its broad scope can also be a benefit to the stronger future development of a national 
lighting community. 

To establish an NC, a country should therefore bring together a range of relevant organisations, 
experts and stakeholders with an interest in the work of the CIE and form one national body 
representing the national light and lighting community. Remember that each country can have 
only one NC.  

The first practical step is to identify and connect relevant individuals, national groups and 
stakeholders, convene first scoping meetings and go through the organizational options that 
may exist in your country for the establishment of a NC. Other steps include a brainstorming 
and networking exercise of which organizations or groups exist in your country in relation to 
light and lighting and would want to join the establishment process of an NC (or later as 
members). These may include researchers, universities, companies, industry associations, 
public authorities, standardization bodies, metrology institutes and other organisations active 
in fields covered by the CIE. The NC should be developed in cooperation with the wider 
national community interested in light and lighting, while recognising that this community may 
develop and broaden over time. 

Financial matters 
Prospective NCs will need to consider how to cover their costs, including the annual CIE 
membership charges. These funds support the services of the CIE and run the CIE Central 
Bureau. These membership charges come in two parts. Both NCs and ANCs pay an annual 
membership fee (currently EUR 2 290). NCs pay in addition an amount towards the CIE 
membership dues, an amount which is calculated annually according to the size and economic 
capacity of each country such that the total membership dues for all NCs sum to the budgeted 
amount for membership dues for that year. The total charges (fee and dues) for NCs currently 
vary between EUR 2 420 (less industrialized and smaller country) to EUR 40 000 (large and 
highly industrialized country).  

NCs fund these charges and their other costs in a variety of ways. Most NCs have various paid 
member categories, which they are free to define according to their national needs. These 
often include categories for organisations and individuals, as well as special conditions for 
students or early-career professionals. Some NCs also receive funding from national science 
foundations, ministries or similar bodies. This may be facilitated by the fact that the CIE is a 
global scientific organisation and a member of the International Science Council. 

mailto:ciecb@cie.co.at
https://cie.co.at/
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Applying for membership 
Adding NCs and ANCs to the CIE membership is a decision taken by the existing NCs. The 
admission is decided either by a Letter Ballot or by resolution in a General Assembly. 
Prospective NCs and ANCs apply for membership using this form.   

At the time of formal application, a prospective NC must have a clear organisational structure. 
It is required to designate at least contact persons to the CIE for the roles of National President, 
Secretary and Treasurer. It must also provide information on the foreseen funding source that 
will support the annual CIE charges. In addition, the applicant must demonstrate that its 
members represent, or are in the process of building, a national light and lighting community 
and that they have relevant expertise or a proven track record in one or more areas within the 
scope of the CIE.  

We can help! 
The CB and members of the Governing Board can support prospective NCs and ANCs as they 
prepare for their applications. Our extensive networks enable us to help connect people and 
organisations within a country, support the formation of an emerging NC or ANC, facilitate 
contact with existing NCs, and provide guidance on the application process and the necessary 
requirements. 

 

Questions about CIE National Committees, or interested in establishing a 
National Committee in your country? 

 
Please contact the CIE Central Bureau at ciecb@cie.co.at! 

mailto:ciecb@cie.co.at
https://cie.co.at/
https://files.cie.co.at/NC_Application_form_260622.docx
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